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There’s a sort of odd murmur going around the state GOP convention in Rochester – odd because it has to do with a Democrat-on-Democrat contest, and nothing to do with Republicans whatsoever. 

Several sources say NYC Councilman James Sanders is calling around to feel out support for a potential primary against fellow Queens Democrat, Sen. Shirley Huntley. 

I’m told that Huntley got a bit shafted in the LATFOR redistricting process. She pretty much swapped her Southern Queens district with fellow Democratic Sen. Malcolm Smith, putting her into largely unfamiliar territory, much of which is in Sanders’ current Council district. 

Huntley took a difficult vote last year on same-sex marriage. She was one of three Democratic senators who voted “no” when the measure failed in December 2009 to switch their votes at Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s request. 

(The others were former Sen. Carl Kruger, of Brooklyn, and current Sen. Joe Addabbo Jr., also of Queens). 

She also sustained a blow last December when AG Eric Schneiderman and state Comptroller Tom DiNapoli announced that the senator’s niece and her top aide were indicted for allegedly pocketing $30,000 in state money meant for a non-profit the senator founded.

Huntley has long had a close relationship with Senate Minority Leader John Sampson, however. He supported her when she faced a 2010 primary challenge from gay-marriage supporter Lynn Nunes. 

Sampson gave Huntley $9,500 from his own campaign cash that year and tried unsuccessfully to prevent the Empire State Pride Agenda, New York’s largest LGBT organization, from endorsing Nunes.

Despite Nunes support from the pro-gay marriage forces, Huntley easily won re-election that year. 

UPDATE: Sampson sent this comment: 

“Senator Huntley is a trusted colleague and strong voice for her constituents. Despite the Senate Republicans’ attempts to marginalize her through partisan gerrymandering, she will prevail in any primary or general election with the full support of her Conference and our partners.”
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